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tagonistic to, the sister-movement in the neighbouring Latin kingdoms,
but worked independently, side by side with it, in sympathy and harmony,
although their provisions were different. Henry was not given to ardours,
enthusiasms and dreams. His endeavours to found a public peace on the
free forgiveness of enemies shews a real belief in the practicability of
basing public order on religion and self-restraint rather than on force.
As little can Henry's " Indulgence ** be confused with the Landfiieden
of a later date, which were in the nature of laws, sanctioned by penalties;
not a free forgiveness like Henry's " Pardon."
This year, 1043, which had witnessed in its opening months the
homage of the North, in the summer the defeat of Hungary, in the autumn
•the proclamation of peace between Germans, saw at its close the con-
summation of the policy by which Henry sought to link the South more
closely with the Empire.
His first marriage had allied him with the northern power, whose
friendship from that time on had been, and during Henry's lifetime con-
tinued to be, of great value to the Empire. His second marriage should
strengthen his bond with Italy and Burgundy, and, some have thought,
prepare his way in France. From Constance the king journeyed to
Besancon, and there, amid a brilliant gathering of loyal or subdued
Burgundian nobles, wedded Agnes of Poitou.
Agnes, that "cause of tears to Germany," was a girl of about eighteen,
dainty and intelligent, the descendant of Burgundian and Italian kings,
daughter to one of the very greatest of the French king's vassals, and
step-daughter to another. Her life so far had been spent at the court, first
of Aquitaine, during the lifetime of her father Duke William the Pious;
then of Anjou, after the marriage of her mother Agnes with Geoffrey
the Hammer (Martel). The learning and piety of the one home she ex-
changed for the superstition and violence of the other. For Geoffrey was
certainly superstitious, most certainly violent, and constantly engaged in
endeavours, generally successful, to increase his territory and his power
at the expense of his neighbours, or of his suzerain, the French king.
He and William of Normandy were by far the strongest of the French
princes contemporary with Henry, so much the strongest, that a great
German historian has seen in the alliance by marriage of Henry with
the House of Anjou a possible preparation for the undermining of the
French throne and the addition of France to the Empire1.
The marriage was held in strong disapproval by some of the stricter
churchmen on account of the relationship between Henry and Agnes,
which, although distant, fell within the degrees of kinship which, by
church law, barred marriage8. Abbot Siegfried of the reformed monas-
1 Giesebrecht, Kaistrzeit, n. p. 376.
8 Agnes and Henry were great-grandchildren respectively of two step-sisters.,
Alberada and Matilda, granddaughters of Henry the Fowler. They were descended
also respectively from Otto the Great and his sister Gerherga.

